1 .\ (Presently Amended) A lanyard connector, comprising: 

\ a lanyard connector body that is configured to be coupled to the ends of a lanyard 
subskate, and 

a\coupling portion extending from the lanyard connector body to thereby allow 
selective coupling of an attachment to the lanyard connector and selective decoupling of 
the attachment from the lanyard connector, wherein the lanyard connector body 
comprises: \ 

(i) a [first] female body p ortion that is configured to be coupled to the ends of 
the lanwd substrate , the female body portion having a proximal portion 
and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the female body 
portion is configured to be coupled to the ends of the lanyard substrate : 
and \ 

(ii) a [second] male body p ortion having a proximal portion and a distal 
portion, the proximal portion of the mkle body portion being [t hat is] selectively coupled 
to the [first] distal portion of the female body portion, wherein the coupling portion 
extends from the distal portion of the m^e body portion such that a user can: (A) 
selectively attach an attachment to the coupling portion; and (B) selectively attach the 
[first] male body portion [of the connector body] ro the [second] female body p ortion [of 
the connector body] , wherein the male body portion comprises first and second 
protuberances that are flexible enough to be coupled inrb the female body portion and are 
rigid enough to be maintained within the female body pottion until the user removes the 
protuberances from the female body portion, and wherein \ 
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the first and second protuberances each include a notched portion configured to 
selec\ivelv contact first and second respective shoulders located in the distal portion of 
the female body portion . 

2. (Original^ A lanyard connector as recited in claim 1, wherein the first and second 
portions of the lianyard connector body are each plastic members. 

3. ( Presently Am^ded) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 1, wherein the [first 
portion of the lanyard connector body comprises a female portion and the second portion 
comprises a male porticm that is selectively mounted wdthin the female portion] notched 
portions of the first and second protuberances are located between proximal and distal ends 



of the respective protuberances 



4. ( Presently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 3, wherein the 

[coupling portion of the lanyard connector is coupled to the male portion of the lanyard 
connector body] male body portion Emprises an elongate member having proximal and 
distal surfaces and wherein the first and^cond protuberances each couple to opposing right 
and left proximal surfaces of the elongate member and wherein the coupling portion extends 
from the distal surface of the elongate member . 



5. ( Presently Amended) A lanyard connectonas recited in claim 1, wherein [the first 

portion of the lanyard connector body comprises a fenaale buckle portion and the second 
portion comprises a male buckle portion that is selectively mounted within the female 



portion.] the user unbuckles the protuberances by pressing inwardly on the protuberances and 
Spoving the first and second portions apart. 

6. (©riginal) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 1, wherein the coupling portion is 
configmred to receive an attachment rotatably coupled to the coupling portion. 

7. (P resently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 6, wherein the [first 
and second] Viale and female portions are configured to be nonrotatably coupled to each 
other, such that me attachment rotates about the coupling portion while the connector body is 
firmly, nonrotatabw secured to the lanyard substrate. 

8. ( Presently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 1, wherein [the 
lanyard connector body rWeives the ends of the lanyard substrate therein] each of notched 
portions has a distallv oriented face . 

9. ( Presently Amended) VA lanyard connector as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
[second] coupling portion [of the iViyard connector body] comprises a neck upon which an 
attachment is selectively mounted. \ 
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I). (Presently Amended) A lanyard connector, comprising: 

\ a lanyard connector body that is configured to receive the ends of a lanyard 
subsbate therein, and 

a [heck] coupling portion extending from the lanyard connector body to thereby 
allow selectiv^otatable attachment of an attachment to the lanyard connector, wherein 
an attachment is selectively, rotatably mounted onto the [neck] coupling portion such that 
the [neck] coupling portmn is coupled within a portion of the attachment, and wherein the 
lanyard connector body comprises: 

(i) a first portion that, is configured to receive the ends of the lanyard 
substrate therein; and \ 

(ii) a second portion that is selebtively coupled at one end thereof to the first 
portion , wherein the coupling portion extendsy from an opposing end of the second 
portion , such that a user can: (A) selectively, rotafebly mount an attachment onto the 
[neck] coupling portion ; and (B) selectively attach the seclmd portion to the first portion^ 
wherein the second portion comprises first and second protuberances that are flexible 
enough to be connected into the first portion and are rigid enough to\be maintained within 
the first portion until the user removes the protuberances, \ 

such that upon removing the protuberances from the first portion\(i) the first 
portion of the lanyard connector body remains coupled to the lanyard substratVand (ii) 
the second portion of the lanyard connector body and an attachment coupled tov the 
coupling portion can be moved away from the first portion of the lanyard cormector body \ 
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(Original) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 10, wherein the first portion of the 
lanWd connector body comprises a female portion and the second portion comprises a male 
portio\that is selectively mounted within the female portion. 

12. (Prese^ly Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 11, wherein the 
[male portion includes the] coupling portion comprises a neck [thereon]. 

13. (Presently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim [10] wherein 
the [male portion comprise^] first and second [prongs that] protuberances selectively mount 
within the female portion. 

14. (Presently Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 10, wherein the 
[lanyard connector body comprises: (i)\ male clamping portion; and (ii) a female clamping 
portion, the male clamping portion selectiv^y mounting within the female clamping portion 
to clamp the first and second ends of the lanyard substrate therebetween.] user unbuckles the 
protuberances by pressing inwardly on the buclde^. and moves the first and second portions 
apart. 



15. (Previously Amended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 10, wherein the 
lanyard connector body comprises 

a female buckle portion; and 

a male buckle portion, the male buckle portion including [the] a_neck thereon, the 
male buckle portion being selectively mounted within the female bufeA:le portion, such 
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\ that a user can: (A) selectively, rotatably attach an attachment to the neck; and (B) 
selectively attach the male buckle portion to the female buckle portion 

16. (PresentlyAmended) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 15, v^herein the 
female buckle portion ftas[(i) a male clamping portion; and (ii) a female clamping portion] 
shoulders configured to receivehQtched portions located on respective protuberances . 

17. (PresentlyAmended) A lanyard cohii^ctor as recited in claim 15, wherein the 
female buckle portion [has (i) a male clamping portioin^d (ii) a female clamping portion, 
the male clamping portion selectively mounting vs^ithin tnbsfemale clamping portion to 
clamp] receives and retains the first and second ends of the lanyard su^trate [therebetween] 
therein. 
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L^. (Presently Amended) A lanyard, comprising: 

a lanyard substrate having first and second ends; 
a lanyard connector body, comprising: 
a female buckle portion; and 
a male buckle portion, and 
a necl^xtending from the male buckle portion of the lanyard cormector body to 
thereby allow selective, rotatable attachment of a variety of different attachments to the lanyard 
connector, wherein the mare buckle portion is selectively mounted within the female buckle 
portion, such that a user can: (A) selectively, rotatably attach an attachment onto the neck such 
that the neck is coupled within a portion of the attachment; and (B) selectively attach the male 
buckle portion to the female buckle po^^tion, wherein the male buckle portion comprises first and 
second opposing semi-rigid protuberances that are flexible enough to be buckled into respective 
apertures in the female buckle portion andVe rigid enough to be maintained within the female 
buckle portion until the user imbuckles the protuberances by pressing inwardly and moving the 



t, [and] whereihj 



male and female buckle portions apart, [ and] whereih^the female buckle portion [comprises: 
a male clamping portion; and 
a female clamping portion, the male clampingyportion mounting within the female 
clamping portion with] retains the first and secondN^nds of the lanyard substrate 
[therebetween] therein and wherein 

the first and second protuberances each include a notcl?^d portion configured to 
selectively contact first and second respective shoulders located in Xdistal portion of the 
female buckle portion when the protuberances are buckled into respective apertures in the 



female buckle portion, such that upon removing the protuberances from the female 
buckle portion (i) the female buckle portion of the lanyard connector body remains 
coupl^^to the lanyard substrate and (ii) the male buckle portion of the lanyard connector 
body and ah. attachment coupled to the neck can be moved away from the female buckle 
portion of the l^tyard connector body . 

19. (Original) A lanyard as rbdted in claim 18, wherein the male and female body 

portion of the lanyard connector ai;e each made from a plastic material. 

20. (Presently Amended) A lanyard as recitbd in claim 18, wherein the [male portion 
comprises] first and second [prongs that selectively mobirt within the female portion] male 
buckle portion comprises an elongate member having a proximal surface and a distal surface, 
the protuberances extending from the proximal surface, and the nbck extending from the 
distal surface. ^^^^ 
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21. (New) A lanyard connector, comprising: 

a lanyard connector body that is configured to be coupled to the ends of a lanyard 
sufilrtrate, the lanyard connector body configured to receive and retain the ends of the 
lanyard\substrate therein; and 

a coupling portion extending from the lanyard connector body; the lanyard 
connector booy comprising: 

aVemale buckle portion having (i) a proximal portion configured to 
receive and retain ttife ends of the lanyard substrate therein; and (ii) a distal portion; and 

a male buckle portion comprising an elongate member and having first 
and second protuberances e(n one side of the elongate member that are configured to be 
selectively coupled to the dfstal portion of the female buckle portion, wherein the 



coupling portion extends from ansopposing side of the elongate member, the coupling 
portion allowing selective coupling\)f an attachment to the lanyard connector and 
selective decoupling of the attachment ftom the connector, such that a user can: (A) 
selectively attach an attachment to the coupHng portion; and (B) selectively attach the 
female buckle portion of the connector body to th^ male buckle portion of the connector 
body, 

such that upon unbuckling the first and secorM protuberances: (i) the female 
buckle portion remains coupled to the lanyard substrate ends; and (ii) the male buckle 
portion and attachment can be conveniently moved away from the female buckle portion. 

22. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 21, wherein theSfirst and second 
protuberances each have a proximal end and a distal end, the proximaPsend of each 
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OTOtuberance entering a respective recess in the female buckle portion when the male buckle 
portibn is coupled to the female buckle portion, and wherein each protuberance includes a 
distally facing notched portion located between a respective proximal and distal end of each 
respective protuberance. 

23. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 22, wherein the distal ends of the 
protuberances extend from opposingright and left proximal surfaces of the elongate member 
and wherein the coupling portion extehds distally from a distal surface of the elongate 
member, such that the coupling portion is oppose the protuberances. 
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